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MOSES: CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

• Ex 1:15-20 NKJV;  Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of 

whom the name of one was Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah; 16 and 

he said, "When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew women, and 

see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a 

daughter, then she shall live." 17 But the midwives feared God, and did not do 

as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive. 18 

So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, "Why have you 

done this thing, and saved the male children alive?" 19 And the midwives said 

to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for 

they are lively and give birth before the midwives come to them." 20 

Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and 

grew very mighty.
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MOSES: CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

• CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

• NONVIOLENT RESISTANCE TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT

• USUALLY REFUSAL TO OBEY SPECIFIC LAWS OR POLICIES

• VIEWED AS BREAKING THE LAW

• OTHERS VIEW IT AS RESPECT FOR THE LAW

• “Any man who breaks a law that conscience tells him is unjust and willingly 

accepts the penalty by staying in jail in order to arouse the conscience of the 

community on the injustice of the law is at that moment expressing the very 

highest respect for law.” – Martin Luther King Jr.

• WHICH VIEW IS CORRECT?



MOSES: CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

• HEBREWS IN EGYPT AND PHAROAH’S EDICT

• Ex 1:8-14 NKJV; Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know 

Joseph. 9 And he said to his people, "Look, the people of the children of Israel 

are more and mightier than we; 10 "come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest 

they multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also join our 

enemies and fight against us, and so go up out of the land." 11 Therefore they 

set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for 

Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they afflicted 

them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were in dread of the 

children of Israel. 13 So the Egyptians made the children of Israel serve with 

rigor. 14 And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage-in mortar, in 

brick, and in all manner of service in the field. All their service in which they 

made them serve was with rigor.
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• HEBREWS IN EGYPT AND PHAROAH’S EDICT

• Ex 1:15, 16 NKJV; Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of 

whom the name of one was Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah; 16 and 

he said, "When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew women, and 

see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a 

daughter, then she shall live."
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• REBELLION OF THE MIDWIVES

• Ex 1:17-22 NKJV; But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of 

Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive. 18 So the king of 

Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, "Why have you done this 

thing, and saved the male children alive?" 19 And the midwives said to 

Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for 

they are lively and give birth before the midwives come to them." 20 

Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and 

grew very mighty. 21 And so it was, because the midwives feared God, that 

He provided households for them.

• 22 So Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, "Every son who is born you 

shall cast into the river, and every daughter you shall save alive."
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• REBELLION OF AMRAM AND JOCHABED

• Ex 2:1-4 NKJV; And a man of the house of Levi went and took as wife a 

daughter of Levi. 2 So the woman conceived and bore a son. And when she 

saw that he was a beautiful child, she hid him three months. 3 But when she 

could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, daubed it with 

asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river's 

bank. 4 And his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to him.

• Ex 2:5, 6 NKJV; Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. 

And her maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark 

among the reeds, she sent her maid to get it. 6 And when she had opened it, 

she saw the child, and behold, the baby wept. So she had compassion on him, 

and said, "This is one of the Hebrews' children."
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• REBELLION OF AMRAM AND JOCHABED

• Ex 2:7-10 NKJV; Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and call 

a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for 

you?" 8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Go." So the maiden went and 

called the child's mother. 9 Then Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this 

child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages." So the 

woman took the child and nursed him. 10 And the child grew, and she 

brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. So she called his 

name Moses, saying, "Because I drew him out of the water."
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• REBELLION OF THE PEOPLE - HUNGER

• Ex 16:1-3 NKJV; And they journeyed from Elim, and all the congregation of the 

children of Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and 

Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they departed from the 

land of Egypt. 2 Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel 

complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 And the children of 

Israel said to them, "Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land 

of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! 

For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly 

with hunger."
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• REBELLION OF THE PEOPLE - HUNGER

• Ex 16:11-15 NKJV; And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12 "I have heard the 

complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, 'At twilight you 

shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. And you 

shall know that I am the LORD your God.'" 13 ¶ So it was that quails came up at 

evening and covered the camp, and in the morning the dew lay all around the 

camp. 14 And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the 

wilderness, was a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 So 

when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For 

they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, "This is the bread 

which the LORD has given you to eat.
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• REBELLION OF THE PEOPLE - THIRST

• Ex 17:1-4 NKJV; Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on 

their journey from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the commandment of 

the LORD, and camped in Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to 

drink. 2 Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, "Give us 

water, that we may drink." And Moses said to them, "Why do you contend with 

me? Why do you tempt the LORD?" 3 And the people thirsted there for water, 

and the people complained against Moses, and said, "Why is it you have 

brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with 

thirst?" 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "What shall I do with this 

people? They are almost ready to stone me!"
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• REBELLION OF THE PEOPLE - THIRST

• Ex 17:5-7 NKJV; And the LORD said to Moses, "Go on before the people, and 

take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod 

with which you struck the river, and go. 6 "Behold, I will stand before you 

there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come 

out of it, that the people may drink." And Moses did so in the sight of the 

elders of Israel. 7 So he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, 

because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted 

the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?".
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• REBELLION OF THE PEOPLE - FEAR

• Nu 14:1-4 NKJV; So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and 

the people wept that night. 2 And all the children of Israel complained against 

Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, "If only we had 

died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3 "Why 

has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and 

children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to 

Egypt?" 4 So they said to one another, "Let us select a leader and return to 

Egypt."
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• REBELLION OF THE PEOPLE - FEAR

• Nu 14:6-10 NKJV; But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 

who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and 

they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: "The land 

we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 "If the LORD 

delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, 'a land 

which flows with milk and honey.' 9 "Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor 

fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has 

departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them." 10 And all 

the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now the glory of the LORD 

appeared in the tabernacle of meeting before all the children of Israel.
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• REBELLION OF MIRIAM AND AARON

• Nu 12:1-4 NKJV; Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the 

Ethiopian woman whom he had married; for he had married an Ethiopian 

woman. 2 So they said, "Has the LORD indeed spoken only through Moses? 

Has He not spoken through us also?" And the LORD heard it. 3 (Now the man 

Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the 

earth.) 4 ¶ Suddenly the LORD said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, "Come out, 

you three, to the tabernacle of meeting!" So the three came out.
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• REBELLION OF MIRIAM AND AARON

• Nu 12:5-9 NKJV; Then the LORD came down in the pillar of cloud and stood in 

the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went 

forward. 6 Then He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among 

you, I, the LORD, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a 

dream. 7 Not so with My servant Moses; He is faithful in all My house. 8 I 

speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; And he 

sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid To speak against My 

servant Moses?" 9 So the anger of the LORD was aroused against them, and 

He departed.
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• REBELLION OF KORAH

• Nu 16:1-5 NKJV; Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, 

with Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of 

Reuben, took men; 2 and they rose up before Moses with some of the children 

of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, representatives of 

the congregation, men of renown. 3 They gathered together against Moses 

and Aaron, and said to them, "You take too much upon yourselves, for all the 

congregation is holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them. Why 

then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?" 4 So when 

Moses heard it, he fell on his face; 5 and he spoke to Korah and all his 

company, saying, "Tomorrow morning the LORD will show who is His and who 

is holy, and will cause him to come near to Him. That one whom He chooses 

He will cause to come near to Him.
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• REBELLION OF KORAH

• Nu 16:31-35 NKJV; Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these 

words, that the ground split apart under them, 32 and the earth opened its 

mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the men with 

Korah, with all their goods. 33 So they and all those with them went down alive 

into the pit; the earth closed over them, and they perished from among the 

assembly. 34 Then all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they 

said, "Lest the earth swallow us up also!" 35 ¶ And a fire came out from the 

LORD and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were offering 

incense.
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• APPLICATION

Ac 5:26-29 NKJV; Then the captain went with the officers and brought them 

without violence, for they feared the people, lest they should be stoned. 27 And 

when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high 

priest asked them, 28 saying, "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in 

this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to 

bring this Man's blood on us!" 29 But Peter and the other apostles answered 

and said: "We ought to obey God rather than men.
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• APPLICATION

• Ro 13:1-5 NKJV; Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For 

there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are 

appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the 

ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3 

For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be 

unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the 

same. 4 For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; 

for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to 

execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not 

only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake.
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• APPLICATION

• Tit 3:1, 2 NKJV; Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to 

be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, 

gentle, showing all humility to all men.

• 1Pe 2:13-17 NKJV; Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for 

the Lord's sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to 

those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise 

of those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you 

may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men-- 16 as free, yet not using 

liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 17 Honor all people. 

Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.
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• APPLICATION

• WE  MUST OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MEN

• GOD’S LAW SUPERCEDES MAN’S LAW

• GOD DEMANDS THAT WE SUBMIT TO CIVIL AUTHORITY

• CIVIL AUTHORITY IS GOD’S AUTHORITY

• SUBMIT TO EVERY ORDINANCE OF MAN FOR GOD’S SAKE

• THEREFORE WE MUST OBEY EVERY LAW OF MAN THAT DOES NOT 

CONTRADICT THE LAW OF GOD
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• APPLICATION

• PHAROAH’S EDICT = MURDER, GOD FORBIDS IT

• MIDWIVES BLESSED

• AMRAM AND JOCHABED BLESSED

• MOSES WAS GOD’S DEDICATED LEADER AND PROPHET

• ISRAELITES PUNISHED WITH 40 YEARS WANDERING AND DEATH

• KORAH AND HIS FOLLOWERS PUNISHED BY DEATH

• AARON AND MIRIAM PUNISHED, REPRIMANDED, LEPROSY

• CHRIST IS GOD’S DEDICATED LEADER AND PROPHET

• HAVE YOU SUBMITTED TO HIM?


